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K. MURPHY 
BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is December 
5, 2001. The time is 12:08. This is Battalion 
Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety Battalion, Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with Keith Murphy from 


Engine 47. 


QO. Give me the events 
September 11, 2001. 
A. Okay. I basically 


morning and I will just give 


of where we were at. We were 


ready for start of tour like 


call because it wa 


prior roll 


I heard the dispatec 


as you remember them from 


was in the fire house that 
you a real quick synopsis 
in the kit 


tchen getting 


normal. It was actually 


s about 8:45, 10 to 9. 


her queue up the voice 


alarm and it sounded like th 


Company or a Battalion or something. 


y were looking for a 


It was just a 


weird thing, because it just sounded strange. Maybe 
like 30 seconds or a minute later, the voic they 
came over the voice alarm and said second alarm 
transmitted. I still remember box 8087, World Trade 
Center number one. I'll always remember his voice. It 
just didn't sound normal Something just wasn't 

right. 


We flipped the chan 


nel, we had the TV on in 
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the kitchen. We flipped the channel. We saw breaking 


news on Channel 5 probably and we see the north tower, 


they flashed to it, the tower is burning. Naturally we 


were shocked lik veryon lse, no one knew what was 


going on and started to hear on the TV, people started 


saying it might be a plane crash. So a couple of the 


guys ran up to the house watch, put on the Department 
radio and I was still in the back by the kitchen. 
Probably 10 minutes passed, maybe 15 tops. 
About 10. I'm watching the television and again they 
are showing the towers and all of a sudden out of the 
corner of my eye I see a blip go by, which I determined 


later was a plane. Then there was a huge explosion, 


second tower. I ran up to the house watch to tell the 


guys did you guys see that plane. I think another 
plane hit and before I could even get the words out, 
our dispatcher was saying report of a second plane into 
World Trade Center number 2. 


Within maybe 5 minutes of that, I was 


thinking in my head we are relocating definitely. We 


are not going to be here for long. Within five minutes 


the voice alarm came on and we were assigned on the 


fifth alarm. We never got a teleprinter ticket, but we 


were assigned over the voice alarm on the fifth alarm 


K. MURPHY 


to the second tower. 


So we were going to the south 


tower, the second tower that was hit. 

We got off, stopped and grabbed extra 
flashlights, did everything we could real quick, jumped 
on the rig and started to respond. We are on 113 
Street just off Amsterdam Avenue, so we came down 113 
Street, we turned the corner at Broadway and the 
chauffeur went south down Broadway and then it turns, 
you bear to the right, I remember going down West End 


Avenue. 


At 


There was no traffic. 


this point we were making real good time. 


west side, till I guess 


into llth Avenue. 


lith Avenue. 


believ into the West 


Ww cam 


West Street really, about 23 


Continued straigh 


We went all the way down the 

I believe West End turns 

Could be tenth, but I think it's 
t down to there and I 


t Side Highway, which is 


rd Street I think. 


We turned down Wes 


Street, West Side 


Highway, 


chauffeur, 


few blocks south, both towers came into view. 


so I was looking forward. 


and I was sitting in the jump seat behind the 


Just as we went a 


I could 


see heavy heavy smoke and even from that distance as we 


got closer, 


we were still a pretty good dist 


Cance away 


visible fire 


and I could see fire showing, 


throughout 


K. MURPHY 


dozens of floors. 


Naturally on the rig we were listening to the 


radio and gearing up and it probably was the toughest 


run I ever took in. We knew we had something pretty 


heavy in front of us. We were coming down the West 


Side Highway and the cops had closed I remember 
seeing squad cars and they had closed off to block 
traffic. 


So at one point, it would be a guess only, we 


were south of Houston I think. Definitely south of 
Canal, maybe south of Houston, definitely south of 
Houston, rather, and maybe even as far as Canal, we saw 
the other side of the highway going northbound was 
open. The chauffeur saw that but I realized it because 


he then took the wrong way down and it was a clear 


shot. There were other I noticed other police cars, 


other rigs, I think there were other rigs behind us. I 
don't remember seeing them, but I remember hearing 
other rigs. 

We continued south down the other side of the 
highway, which would be the northbound side. We parked 


on West Street. I would say my recollection is that we 


were a little north of Vesey Street but it might, 


looking at the map, that's here, we might have been as 
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far as up as Barclay. I thought it was Vesey, but I'm 


thinking that from this map it might have been another 


block. It might have been a little north of Barclay 


and south of Murray Street, because we did walk quite a 
distance. 


Now we arrive at the box. We had all our 


regular gear and we were thinking high rise and we were 


going to take the extra cylinders, but the officer 


suggested that we take our medical -- mask up, have all 


our stuff and then take som xtra things. We took our 


medical bags, the 02, we took the hose drop roll and an 


extra hose and an extra spare. I believe someon 


took forceful entry tools too. It sticks in my head 


but I could be wrong. I know they were gone later, but 
it could have been the rig was raided. I thought we 
had those too. 

We got all our gear together and we met in 
front of the rig and the officer basically told us to 
just stay calm, relax. We are going to stick 


together. And we are going to have to -- looking for 


the command post. We started to walk south on West 
Street and we had our roll ups of course. I felt like 


we walked a pretty good distance, probably a couple of 


blocks. At this point I started to notice a lot of 
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other rigs, apparatus. I remember passing the hazmat 


company's big rig, so I guess they had to have been on 


the scene at that point. If I had to guess the time, I 


would think in my mind we probably took in the box 


around 9:10. We made great time down the west side. I 


couldn't believe how fast. So I would say at 


this 


point we pull up, it's probably 9:25 maybe. That's 


what I think, but I'm not a hundred percent sure on 


that. 

We kept going south. I see a lot of other 
companies but I really don't remember really anything 
but that hazmat company. I do recall police officers 


kind of running up to us and they had their radios, 


their Department radios, and they kept saying 


guys, 


specifically to the officer, but we were right there. 


We have a report of a third inbound aircraft. 


That's 


all he said. He didn't say jet or anything like that. 


Just said we have a report of a third inbound 


aircraft. At that point just to the right of 


us WaS 


the World Financial Center, and immediately on our left 


was the beginning of the World Trade Center complex. 


Looks like here it's number 6 World Trade Cen 
be on my left. We were coming up to the first 


pedestrian bridge. 


ter would 
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Came up to the pedestrian bridge, came under 


it. Now as we were under it, now we are looking at the 


plaza and you could s people, there was debris 
falling, people jumping, bodies hitting the ground. To 


our far right some other companies seemed to be 


gathering, I don't know if it was a command post but 


there seemed to be people gathering across the street 


from there. But there was so many companies coming in 


together, we were kind of spread out. So I don't know 


whether they were going somewhere they had been 


assigned to. All I know is our officer said we were 
looking for the south tower command post. 


So in our minds we know we are going to the 


south tower, now we are way north of that at this 


point. So we pass under this pedestrian bridge and now 


we are in the plaza. I remember not being on the 
street or a regular sidewalk. I remember it being a 


few small stairs and we were walking through and there 


was a tremendous amount of body parts. Then there wer 
full torsos. I notice a lot of people with heads 


missing, legs missing, arms missing. I almost walked 


into one and I wouldn't even have believed, it looked 
like a bundle of rags and it was a body. 


We were looking up, kind of watching what was 
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falling to see where our bearings were and our next 


goal at this point was, and it was quite a ways down, 
because I see now on the map we were heading towards 
Liberty Street. So we actually made it through. We 
went back out of that plaza because it was obviously 


more dangerous there and we worked our way back towards 


the street. We came down, we kept coming south down 


the street and we are still walking with all our gear. 


I remember at this point being really we were all 


geared up, so it was getting very warm. 


We went south to the next pedestrian bridge, 


which I guess was the south pedestrian bridge and we 


kind of took cover under there. At that point, our 


officer stepped away. I thought he had talked toa 
civilian, but it could have been a fire employee. I'm 
not sure who it was, but he was maybe about 10, 12 feet 


away. We are a 5 man company, so the chauffeur wasn't 


with us but the four of us were together. He walked 


back over and he said we have to go to the command 


post, it's in the Marriott lobby, which is I guess 


number 3 World Trade Center. 


He said to us again about looking up, watch 


where we are going. We have to get over there as 


quickly as we can. So we kind of - I wouldn't say we 
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ran, but we were going pretty fast and watching again, 


watching up at all the things that were dropping down, 
people and still there was a lot of debris still 
falling too. 


We made it over to the entrance to the 


Marriott Hotel, which was on West Street. I guess we 
went in. We went in the West Street side. I don't 
think we went upstairs but we went into like -- I don't 


know if it was a driveway or not, but we came into the 


lobby and we passed under a big awning, and I remember 
the awning was glass, one of those glass and steel 
encased awnings and just as we got into the revolving 


doors to go into the lobby, this huge crash, a body hit 


the glass and the steel. Didn't come through, but it 


sounded like a bomb had gone off but it was a body 


hitting this glass. 


Now we get into the lobby and I clearly 
remember right away seeing Deputy Chief Galvin from the 


Third Division. He was a little bit to our right. I 


remember him yelling out to the guys I want my E 


tz 
fa] 

Xe} 
h- 
Dd 
(0) 


companies on the left, Truck companies on my right. 
Told the men hang back, officers come up to the desk. 


It was kind of like a front desk and the lobby was set 


up a little weird. It wasn't like you walked in and 
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into the middle. 
to be a little to the right 


waiting for our officer 


member of 


ngi 


el 


saw 74 


WwW 


It was kind of li 


to come bac 


ne, 


ke the desk seemed 


W 


We gathered over 


k. I actually saw a 


which is from our 


Battalion. We kind of star 


the guys was saying to me 


couldn't believe he was bac 


that he had been here in 


ted talking to them. 


K. 


One of 
'93, 


Another guy who I 


happened to know who I'm pretty friendly with who 


didn't survive, 


Correa. He is from 


him and he actually 


I will never forget. 


Engine 74. 


told me to be safe in there, 


was in there also and his name is Ruben 


We were talking with 


which 


They ended up being assigned separately. 


th 


Maybe 2 or 3 minutes later, 


Lieutenant, came back after 


officer, who was my 


talking to Chief Galvin and 


he said that we are assigned to the 44th floor of the 


south tower. 


He said there is a report of fire as low 


as 44 and he wanted two guys from our company to go 


find the stairwell, 


get someon 


tower that you can get to safely from 


from the Marriott, 


there is supposed to be a staircase into the south 


the hotel. 


So the control man and the doorman went to go 


find this. 


like a grand staircase. 


They went up a staircase. 


It was kind of 


They went up the staircase, 
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they disappeared for maybe four or five minutes and 


came back. In the meantime w 


Engine companies, 


Engine 47, Engine 22 


had been assigned with 3 


, Engine 21 and 


a group. But it was kind of strange, 


remember us being assigned as a group bu 


of still functioning a little independen 


point. 

Our two guys came back and 
say that the guy showed them - a main 
showed them a stairwell, but I don't t 


Ladder 13. The four of us had been assigned I guess as 


because I 


t we were kind 


tly at this 


tenance worke 


they started to 


5 


100 percent convinced that it was a ho 


not a tower stairwell, but before we c 


that, the Captain of Ladder 13 and, 


I didn't know his name that day, 


this elevator. 


that was still working. 


hink 


they were 


tel stairwell and 


ould 


his name was Captain 


All four companies headed out of 


even act on 


I since found out, 


Hynes, said that a couple of his guys found an elevator 


He said we are going to check 


the Marriott 


and what I found out, it took a day later to piece 
together, we headed to the north tower, not the south 
tower. That changed -- that's one of the reasons I am 


still here. But also aft 


still heading to the 441 


t this point we think we are 


th floor of the south tower. He 


13 
K. MURPHY 


also said at the time, he said we found an elevator, it 


works. It will only get us to 24 and we will have to 


walk the other 20 flights, but at least it will get us 


halfway there. 

I remember thinking - a lot of guys, a couple 
of my senior guys saying elevators, you know, we didn't 
know what was going on in the building, but elevators 
sounded kind of, let's see, we know this sounds like - 


it just sounded kind of scary. We came through the 


Marriott. We left the Marriott and it was determined 


now we would have walked out of the Marriott all 


internally though. I don't know whether it was on the 


concourse level or the street level exactly, but we 


came through what was a revolving door and it brings 


you into the north tower. I remember seeing in front 


of me, we walked a few feet and there was a small 


escalator, two escalators coming down off of another 


level and there were dozens and dozens of office 
workers streaming down this. There was Port 


Authority. I don't know if they were Port Authority, 


but definitely building security guards there with gray 


blazers on and little ear pieces. They were still 


directing a lot of people down these escalators. They 


weren't directing them out onto the street. I remember 
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that now because when I came through the plaza there 


weren't peopl there weren't civilians walking 
through the plaza. 

Right in front of us were these escalators. 
Now we are moving as a whole group. I guess four 
companies, so it was a good amount of guys. We came 
into the lobby and to our left is the core. We walk up 


and come to the core of the building, which again I 


assume it was the south tower, but it wasn't. To our 


immediate left is turnstiles, like security 


turnstiles. There was a security guard. He goes okay 
guys, you got to come through here. So people were 
exiting, I guess from a staircase inside. They wer 


coming out these turnstiles and we had to go through 


like one. I went to try another one to s if we could 


get through, but it was only one that was like 
reversed. We all went, kept going through, just a 
bunch of us went through. In front of me was a 


hallway, what I would call an elevator bank. I have 


been in the World Trade Center a few times on my own 


and I have been on these elevators, so I'm not familiar 


with them, but I kind of know the set up. 


To my immediate left is a bank. If I had to 


guess I would say it was maybe 75, 80 feet long. It 
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was a pretty long elevator bank and it was big sky 


lobby elevators. They were like floor to ceiling, the 


ones that hold, I don't know, 60, 70 people. There was 


tremendous damage in the lobby. There was already 


things that were fallen or cracked. A lot of 
structural wall damage and ceiling damage that I could 
see. There was also about four or five inches of water 


on the floor. 


I remember that struck me at the time becaus 


I remember seeing all these office workers and 


civilians leaving. I remember seeing women's feet lik 


they were in shoes or something or some didn't even 
have their shoes any more and they were trudging 


through this water. At the end of this elevator lobby, 


there was - it just looked to me like something had 
exploded. I don't remember how I heard it or who said 


it, but someone said I think an elevator - when the 


plane hit, it severed th levator cable and it came 


all the way down and crashed. I don't know a hundred 
percent if that's what happened, but it looked to me 


like that could have been true. It looked like 


something had fallen down, hit and like exploded out. 


I mean the whole area around it was maybe 25, 30 feet 


of really severe damage. But I didn't get close enough 
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to see exactly what it was. It just seemed that way. 
Before we even got that far down we turned to 


our right and there is other local elevator banks to 


the right, so you are in this hallway. On the left is 


the big elevators and on the right is the small 
elevator banks with 6 elevator cars in each. We maybe 


went down about 30, 40 feet and there was a stairwell 


where people wer xiting, just past this elevator 


bank, and we went into this elevator bank and these 


other companies that we were going to operate with, we 
were like the last ones behind them so they were 


already in this little elevator bank. 


I remember thinking, I looked at the 


elevators and I still wasn't feeling good about them, 
because the damage that I spoke about was more severe 
or at least up close I got to see it. There were 

pieces of marble, like ornamental marble I guess, on 


the walls that were maybe 2 foot by 3 foot pieces, 


maybe even a little bigger, that had split and cracked 


and some had actually fallen. There was a couple that 


had fallen onto the lobby, this little lobby floor. 


Some of the doors they were silver colored 


elevator doors and they were almost like hanging out of 


plumb. They just didn't look right. But there was one 
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elevator. I had the elevator key. At this point now 


we are with Engine 21. I know on the list it said to 
mention companies you saw and people you know. I saw 


Captain Billy Burke and he was the officer and Captain 


in Engine 21 that day. Now a few guys were saying who 


is making the call on this elevator. It was two 


Captains and two Lieutenants. And I thought I heard, I 
don't know if our Lieutenant or somebody else said it, 


a couple of the senior guys were saying you know, who 


is making this call. 


I believe Billy Burke said well, we are going 


to test it first and see if it works before we commit 


to it. I believe him and another person got in. It 
was one elevator. As you looked down this bank, there 


were 3 on the left and 3 on the right. It was the 


second elevator in on the left. If you went down to 
the end, it's kind of like a dead end. I remember 
there was actually a -- it was strange. There was a 


little marble thing with flowers on it and the flowers 


were still standing, which amazed me becaus verything 
else had been crashed down around it. 

He got in the elevator. They put the 1620 
key in. They were having a little trouble with the one 


across, but that one went in. They disappeared for 
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maybe I would say 10, 15 seconds, something like that. 
It wasn't very long. And they came back and oh, 
elevator doors opened up, no problem, they said it's 
working. So we proceeded now at this point to start 


putting gear and companies into the elevators. They 


were taking them to 24. 
At this point I guess -- I don't know the 
exact order, but I know that 21 was pretty much gone. 


Most of 22 and most of 13, so I would say there were 


probably about three elevator trips. They come down 
and there is a guy -- the Captain from 13, again says 
can you - 47 give me one of your guys. He will come up 


with us and he will come back down and get you guys. 
So we were going to be the last ones. We are 


in the lobby and our control man was a young guy. I 


have a little over six years on him. He has maybe 
three. The officer told him he didn't want him to go. 


He sent our guy with about 20 years on. Told him to 


take the radio and go take the elevator and then come 
back and get us. 
So at this point, he gets in the elevator 


with the one guy, I believe it was - this is where I'm 


a little confused because I know from his story later 


that he is just with one guy -- no, no, no, I'm 
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incorrect. I want to take that back. 
with 13. He goes up. 1 
elevator, I find out later, 


guy who was going 


of them ended up staying 


We are i 


elevator. I put my roll 


ups. I put it down on 


propped up because there 


standing kind of on the edge of where our el 


They are about to exi 


to come back down with him. 


the floor nex 


and he is with o 


together as a team. 


n the lobby waiting for the 


up. 


to me, 


was water on the floor. 
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He actually is 
t the 
ne other 


The two 


We still had our roll 


kind of 


I was 


levator bank 


met the big elevator bank. That was when the - I 

determined that's when the north tower collapses. We 
are standing there and the first thing that happened, 
which I still think is strange to me, the lights went 
out. Completely pitch black. Since we were in that 


core little area of the building, 


light. No nothing, 


I had heard right before 


I had heard a distant boom boom boom, 


three explosions. I don 


time, I would have said 


was boom boom boom and t 


hear someone say oh, shit 


out. 


I didn't see a 


I would say about 3, 


t 


thing. 


't know what it was. 


they sounded like bombs, 


hen the lights all go out. 


ae 


4 seconds, 


here was no natural 


the lights went out, 
sounded like 


At the 


but it 


I 


that was just for the lights 


all of a sudden 
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this tremendous roar. It sounded like being in a 
tunnel with the train coming at you. It sounded like 


nothing I had ever heard in my life, but it didn't 


sound good. All of a sudden I could feel the floor 


started to shake and sway. We were being thrown like 
literally off our feet, side to side, getting banged 
around and then a tremendous wind started to happen. 


It probably lasted maybe 15 seconds, 10 to 15 seconds. 


It seemed like a hurricane force wind. It would blow 
you off your feet and smoke and debris and more things 
started falling. 

At this point, I got hit in the head with 


something. I think it came off the ceiling. I'm not 


sure, but in any event I ended up knocked down. My 


helmet stayed on and I landed on top of one of the 


other guys that I work with. Everything was still 


shaking and blowing through. I still don't know. I 


don't think I blacked out. They asked me that, but I 


don't recall blacking out because I know it was only a 
couple of seconds later and I felt now kind of 
everything stop. 


My initial reaction was these bastards, 


whoever they were, because now I'm thinking terror. 


They got us with another plane, because out in the 
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street the cops, they kept saying there is this third 


inbound plane, so I'm thinking we just got hit with 


another plane. That's it. 
The first thing I'm thinking is that I'm dead 
because I didn't know what happened to me. I thought I 


was dead. Then I kind of started feeling like okay, I 


think I'm here. Then I thought - I thought we died 


together. I was sure everyone was dead that I was 
with. Then I started to hear them kind of groaning and 


moving about. 


At this point I fished around and breathing 


was horrible, there was so much debris and smoke. I 
actually - my mask was activated. I opened the 
cylinder earlier. I grabbed the hose, the low pressure 


hose, and I kind of crunched it to me and I actually 


put it on my face. Unfortunately, I didn't see what 


was in it. I put that on my face and inhaled and it 
was just even more stuff that was in my mask that I 
sucked in and I actually finally got some air and I 
used that for maybe a minute or two. 

At this point, the other four guys, three 


guys, were coming to their feet. So it was the 


officer, the thr of us and that one guy who had been 


in the elevator who we don't see now. The officer said 
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actually - I am laughing now looking back. He wanted 
us to count off. He meant a roll call, I kind of knew 


in all that was going on he meant a roll call, so we 


started yelling our names. I'm Murphy and the other 
two guys are saying their names. Kind of all gather 
together and asking how everyone is. One guy Steve, he 


got hit too and he lost his helmet. 
Mine had stayed on. I don't know what 


happened to it. Later I ended up without a helmet but 


I don't know where. I had it on initially. I don't 


know where this thing went. We looked around, we kind 
of -- I should not say looked because you couldn't see 
anything, but we knew that Steve was missing his 
helmet. We kind of felt around the floor where we were 
and there wasn't anything. I think our officer 


actually gave him his helmet if I recall correctly 


now. 
He told us, he goes all right, who is hurt. 
Is anybody hurt. I said he was the only one with the 


radio and he hadn't heard anything about a collapse. 


Nothing. That was one thing I forgot to mention 
before. When we got into the lobby, Chief Galvin told 
everyone with radios to switch to channel 3. That was 


where -- he is on channel 3. He says is anybody hurt. 
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The other guy Steve, he couldn't even barely say his 
name. 

I said I hurt. I said something. I said I 
don't know what I did, I said my neck. I got hit in 


the head, my neck, I don't know what's wrong. He said 


all right, we are going to get you two out of here. 
I don't know where we were at this point. 
Where we were was where we started. But he had his 


officer's hand light and he said each of you grab onto 


each other. We will go out in kind of like a chain. 
He says I know the way, I can get us out of here. So 


we started to follow him and some people who had been 


coming off the staircase that was right around the 


corner from us, maybe about ten feet away, had joined 
us, civilians. 


I felt like I was the last one of us four, 


I'm not sure, but I know there were other people who 
were not firemen who were kind of grabbing onto my coat 
and we just started to proceed and you could see maybe 


a foot in front of you, if that, visibility. I 


remember everything stinging your eyes and lungs were 
stinging like crazy. 
He walked out, which I found out later, which 


I found out later that was now where the security 
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turnstiles were. I had wondered, I said oh, boy, I 
don't remember climbing over these things, but there 


was actually like a middle part, like a bar that was 


apparently gone now or had been moved, because he said 


he walked straight through that. He turned right and 


we continued to follow him. I also from clarifying 


with him later, I thought he could see things. I said 
how did you get us out. He says, well, I kept walking 
and then I hit the wall. I said oh, okay. Apparently 


he hits this wall and knows to make another turn 


right. 
We didn't go back into the Marriott where we 
had come out, we kind of -- we basically made like a U 


turn around that elevator bank that I described. Now 


we started to walk, which turns out, towards West 


Street, and in the far distance, maybe 100 feet away, I 


started to see, not light, but a lightening of this 


cloud that we had been enveloped in in the darkness. 


We started to hear people yelling this way, this way. 


It was now - it started to become a little clearer and 


all the windows and I think they were already blown out 


from the initial impact. The first two stories or 


maybe three stories of the Trade Center has bigger 


windows and there was no windows. It was all shattered 
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in between the columns. 


We got to th dge. There was a lot of us 


and civilians and now I'm starting to see some other 


firemen. We got to this window and there was like a 


bannister kind of in front of it or I guess it was a 


handrail maybe. You could either kind of climb over it 
or crawl under it. So I'ma little short, I said let 
me go under. So I crawled under and I actually gota 


small burn on my hand going out because I ended up 


crawling over - putting my hand on a really hot beam or 


something that had fallen, collapsed down or fallen 
out. 
Now we merged onto the plaza, I guess, in 


front of the building and it was completely, there was 


debris everywhere. It was like a gray. It started 


lightening up, but it looked like a gray snow storm and 


there was inches and inches of this powder and dust on 


everything. I remember seeing a Chief's car not too 


far out when we got out onto the street completely like 


- it was still intact but everything in the windows 
were gone, completely blown out and it was just kind of 


like, if I had to describe it, I would say everyone is 


just kind of like walking wounded. I mean you were 


just looking around, people were almost in trances. 
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I remember seeing at this point now, I 
started to hear pass alarms. It didn't register in my 
head what it was. I heard pass alarms. I never really 


heard any radio traffic, but I understand there were a 
lot of Maydays being called. 


The officer said all right. I'm going to get 


you guys to an ambulance. The two of us were hurt. I 


remember we were passing firemen. I remember seeing 
firemen carrying civilians over their shoulders. I 


remember seeing other civilians carrying people. I 


couldn't tell if they were dead or alive, but there 


were peopl verywhere trying to just get away. We 
ended up crossing West Street, so we probably came out 


- I would say we came out of the north tower and again 


I still think I'm in the south tower, but I know now 


from the map, piecing it together, we came out of the 


north tower through like lobby windows over the plaza 


onto West Street. 
We crossed West Street, came up the other 
side of the highway and we were kind of in the - 


adjacent to this World Financial Center. We passed 


this Winter Garden and we went up underneath this other 


pedestrian bridge, the north pedestrian bridge, and we 


got to the corner of Vesey and West. On that block was 


K. MURPHY 


a bunch of ambulances. If I had to 


would say there were ten ambulances 


So the officer, an EMT, no 
I think he had like a golf shirt on. 


help, who needs help. The officer s 
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guess a number, I 


there. 


t a regular FD guy, 
He said who needs 


aid I got two guys 


here that are hurt. He said all right, I don't have my 


ambulance, but I have an ambulance I 


and I will get them out of here. W 


could treat them 


around three or four ambulances down 


walked maybe 


and he put us in 


an ambulance. I remember someone running over to me at 


this point, another fireman, I don't 


from or what, but he took my mask. 


back or whatever and he took my mask 


disappeared. I sat down in the back 


know where he came 
I slid it off my 
and he 


of the ambulance 


and now the officer and the other guy who wasn't hurt 


said all right, we are going back to 


get the other guy 


who was our control man now in the elevator. 


At this point the officer apparently heard 


enough, I guess on the radio. Initially he didn't hear 


about the collapse, but out in the s 


treet he must have 


heard about the collapse: He knew it was collapsed. I 


didn't know the building even collapsed at this point. 


Looking back now, the sound, the noise, everything, 


it's the only thing that could have happened, but still 
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not realizing. I'm thinking it's this plane crash. 
He sits me down. I'm in the ambulance now. 


I start to realize about our other guys. I said no no, 


I'm all right. I want to go back. He made me sit down 
again. He said you are done. You are not going back. 


I kind of had tears in my eyes. I said we got to get 


Louie. He goes we are going back together. He goes 


sit down, you got to get treated and get out of here. 


I'm looking at and him and he goes Murf, the 


tower just fell down and you are alive. You got to get 
out of here. I remember looking at him like the tower 
fell down. He goes the tower is down, it's gone. I 


was stunned. A, I was stunned because I thought we 


were in the tower that collapsed, so that was even more 


stunning and B, I just couldn't believe it. 


He and the other guy left the two of us there 


and said they were going to go back to find Louie, our 


other guy, so the EMT at that point now started 
treating me and the other guy Steve. Gave us both 


oxygen, gave me a neck collar. He said listen I want 


to get you out of here but this street, it's blocked, 


you know, there was nothing moving. We must have been 


on the scene, because I remember the oxygen actually 


ran out. I would say we were a good 15 minutes, maybe 
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20 minutes. 


We started to move. I believe we were going 


west on Vesey Street, kind of towards the Battery Park 


City area. So all of a sudden the ambulance, the EMT, 


it's just him and the two of us in the back, he jams on 


the brakes and the ambulance stops short. He wasn't 
going fast. He was only going a couple of miles an 
hour. He said guys, we got to get out of here, just 


get out of this ambulance. He runs to the back, pops 


open the doors and I'm looking around like what's going 
on. 
The other guy I was with had kind of come a 


little more to now and he just grabbed me and he said 


we got to get out of here. As we jump out the back the 


other tower is starting to fall, the north tower now. 


At this point, it's very hazy in the sky from all the 


smoke, but you could still make out from our vantage 


point the lower portion of the north tower. You can't 


see really high up. So that whole thing starts 
collapsing again. 
We ran. I didn't see the ambulance driver 


again, but the two of us ran west down Vesey Street and 


a lot of people I think went to the left. I saw other 


people in the street, some peopl nded up going left, 
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which I think I found out they ended up going on boats 
to Jersey or something. We went north. Ripped off my 


neck collar. We were running. I thought we were 


actually going to end up in the water because we wer 


heading towards Battery Park. There is kind of like an 


esplanade right on the water. 


We ended up over there and at this point we 


kind of -- the buildings were kind of buffering 


everything that was coming around us, so we were out of 


the main cloud and we just started walking. I'm like 
what's going on, what's going on. He goes I don't 
know, we just got to get out of here. W nded up 


coming out north of Chambers Street, which is 


Stuyvesant High School. There was another bridge 
across the highway. We came out north of there. I 


remember lying down, the last thing I did there was lie 


down like in the middle of West Street there. 


At that point there were tons of ambulances 


and there were people staggering all over and they 


ended up treating us there. So that was essentially 


where I left. Well, I didn't leave the scene yet. It 


took probably about another half an hour before we 


finally ended up in an ambulance that got us to Saint 


Vincents, but up until that point that's kind of - from 


the 


you 


you 


the 
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response to where both towers were down. 


I would say that's pre 


tty much the story. 


Q. Okay, just to get 
thought you were in the 
thought you were in the 
north tower? 

A. Correct, yes. 


it straight, all that time 


nortn 


tower, but you were - 


soutn 
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else to add, thanks fo 


concludes th 


r your 


interview. 
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tower but you were in 


If you have nothing 


help and this 


